
 CHALMERS UNITED CHURCH 

 
 

SUNDAY, DEC. 18, 2022     10:30 AM 

REV. DR. JOHN SUK 
“A POEM THAT DOES NOT MOVE ME” 

 
 
 
 

Covid Precautions 
1.   Self-screening guidelines: If you have Covid symptoms or are 

isolating due to close contact, you should not attend in person. 
Services are also live-streamed. 

2. Masking is encouraged but no longer mandatory. 

 Many will still choose to remain masked for their own 
 or for others’ safety. We welcome this choice and urge everyone 

to respect individuals' choices - each according to their own 
personal situation. 

3.  Social distancing still continues in the sanctuary and MacCallum 
Hall. 
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Bold Text   indicates the parts that everyone reads together 
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
 

PRELUDE 
Chorale Prelude on the Melody Quem Pastores - Healey Willan 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND 
Since time immemorial, Indigenous peoples have occupied and 
cared for this land. In acknowledging this land, the traditional 
home of the Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee, we seek to 
rebuild right relations with First Nations, Metis and Inuit 
peoples, to learn from them, and to live on this land with 
respect and gratitude for its bounty. 
 

CENTERING PRAYER (sung) 
CAROL    VU   1       O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                            v.6 

O come, O Dayspring, from on high  
 and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
 disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
 and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  R  

 

Refrain:  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

Words: from the Latin antiphons for Advent, ca 9th century, trans. John Mason Neale 1851  
© the Church Pension Fund Music: 15th century plainsong melody, arr. Healey Willan © arr. Concordia 
Pub. House  Used by permission. #A715424 OneLicense.net 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Mary Davis Little 

One:  Today we light the candle of peace.  
(Lights Candle) 

Two:  The prophet said, “God will judge between the nations and will 
settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.” 

All:  During advent we hope and pray and work for the day that 
nations will not take up sword against nation, nor will any train 
anymore for war. 
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HYMN   MV   33     Jesus Came Bringing Us Peace                                               v. 2      
Jesus came bringing us peace,  
Jesus came bringing us peace,  
Jesus came bringing us peace,  
Hallelujah forever more! 
 

Words and Music: Cameroon 2007 © United Church of Canada 
Used by permission. #A715424 OneLicense.net 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                          (said in unison)               
Peace to all beings 
whether near or far 
known or unknown 
born or yet to be born. 
 

Peace to all creatures 
within and beyond the imagination 
in the world of ideas 
and in the world of nature. 
 

Finally, in this season of Advent  
may we all experience  
the peace that passes all understanding. 
Amen.  
 

CAROL   VU   68     All Poor Ones and Humble 
All poor ones and humble and all those who stumble, 
come hastening, and feel not afraid; 
for Jesus, our treasure, with love past all measure, 
in lowly poor manger was laid. 
Though wise men who found him 
laid rich gifts around him, 
yet oxen they gave him their hay, 
and Jesus in beauty accepted their duty; 
contented in manger he lay. 
 

Refrain: 
Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him; 
our service he ne’er can despise; 
who love still is able to show us that stable, 
where softly in manger he lies. 
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The Christ Child will lead us, the Good Shepherd feed us 
and with us abide till his day. 
Then hatred he’ll banish; then sorrow will vanish, 
and death and despair flee away. 
And he shall reign ever, and nothing shall sever 
from us the great love of our King; 
his peace and his pity shall bless his fair city; 
his praises we ever shall sing.   R     
 

Words: v. 1 Katharine Emily Roberts 1927, alt. v.2 William Thomas Pennar Davies 1951 © 
Oxford University Press (v.1) © 1951 W.T. Pennar Davies (v.2)  
Music: Welsh Carol, harm Erik Routley 1951 Harmony © Hope Pub. Co. 
Used by permission. #A715424 OneLicense.net 

 

 WORLD ENGAGED WITH GOD 
 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     

One:      Holy One, Sacred Mystery, whose foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, open our hearts and minds. 

All:         Amen. 
 

READING                                   Rev. Dr. John Suk                                         

John 1: 1 - 5, 9 - 14 
                                     

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Amen. 

 

MESSAGE                                   Rev. Dr. John Suk 

A Poem that does not Move Me 
 

CAROL   VU   55     In the Bleak Mid-Winter 
1   In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 

2   Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 
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3   Enough for him, whom cherubim worship night and day, 
a breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay. 
Enough for him, whom angels fall down before, 
the ox and ass and camel which adore. 
 

4   What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him -- give my heart. 
 

Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872 Music: Gustav Theodor Holst 1906   
Used by permission. #A715424 OneLicense.net 

 

COMMITTING TO THE FUTURE 
 

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

DOXOLOGY 
HYMN   VU   543      We Give Thee But Thine Own                                              v. 1 
 1   We give thee but thine own,   
 what e'er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O God, from thee. 
 

Words: William Walsham How 1858 
Used by permission. #A715424 OneLicense.net 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER   
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Blessed One, our Mother and our Father  
         holy is your name.  
May your love be enacted in the world.  
May your will be done  

 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread  
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial  
          and deliver us from evil. 
For all that we do in your love,   
           and all that your love brings to birth,    
           are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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CAROL   VU   60       O Come, All Ye Faithful                                      v. 1, 3, 4, 5 

1   O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore him O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

3    Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God in the highest:   R 
 

4    See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;   R 
 

5    Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
word of the father, now in flesh appearing:   R 
 

Words: Eng. Trans. Rederick Oakeley 1841, Music: attrib. John Francis Wade 1743 
Used by permission. #A715424 OneLicense.net 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CHORAL BENEDICTION 

CAROL   VU   59     Joy to the World                                                                           v.1 

1   Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 

Word: Isaac Watts 1719, alt.  
Music: attrib. George Frederic Handel 1742, arr. Lowell Mason 1836 
Used by permission. #A715424 OneLicense.net 

 

POSTLUDE 
Noel Variations - Claude Balbastre 
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THANK YOU FOR TALENTS SHARED 
Minister              Rev. Dr. John Suk is the recently retired 

minister of Lawrence Park Community Church 
(UCC) in Toronto. Before that he had a varied 
career as a minister, journalist, seminary 
professor, and president of the Institute for 
Christian Studies—a graduate school of 
philosophy affiliated with the Toronto School 
of Theology. John is the author of Not Sure: A 
Pastor’s Journey from Faith to 
Doubt. (Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 2011). He is 
married to Irene Oudyk-Suk, has two married 
children, and three grands. Irene is a practicing 
Couples Therapist. They live in Millhaven. 

 
Co-Liturgist                               Linda Steinberg 
Organist                     Juliet Milsome 

  Hymn Singers                    Members of Chalmers Choir           
  Candle Lighter          Mary Davis Little 

Media Techs        Brigitta Holzschuh, Aidan McClung 

Technical Chair  Nick Steinberg 
Refreshments  Barb Laidlaw, Jane MacEwen 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Flowers in the Sanctuary are in 
loving memory of  

our parents  

from the  

Houlden and Yen families 
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To submit materials for the bulletin 
please use:  bulletin@chalmersunitedchurch.com 
Please send announcements by end of day Monday, 
or late editions by end of day Tuesday for inclusion the 
following Sunday. 
Please send verbal announcements  
to: bulletin@chalmersunitedchurch.com 
and Linda Steinberg hpsesp14@gmail.com 

 
At 10:30 join us in person at Chalmers or watch live-
streamed on Chalmers' YouTube channel.  
The service will also be posted later to the same 
channel. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUgl1tZaiRji18s
Fwjj2P2Q 
 
The link for Chalmers YouTube channel can also be 
found on the home page of the Chalmers website 
www.chalmersunitedchurch.org 
 
After the service, you are invited to share 
refreshments and conversation. 

 
 
 
 

      
 

 

Chalmers United Church   

212 Barrie St. Kingston, K7L 3K3 
t    613-546-3263 x 221    
 e office@chalmersunitedchurch.com 
w  www.chalmersunitedchurch.com 

      The Rev. David King, Chalmers’ Administrator 
e   david@narrowgate.ca  
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